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(1) Throughout the text,  use dogma advisedly, to highlight the prob-
lem of meaning in such descriptions as “male dominance” or “female sub-
ordination.” These are often used as articles of faith, assumed but not ex-
amined. For an attempt to explicate different types of “male dominance,”
see Peggy Sanday’s Female Power and Male Dominance (1981). As Fou-
cault (1978: 93) points out, power “is not an institution, and not a struc-
ture: neither is it a certain strength we are endowed with; it is the name
that one attributes to a complex strategical relationship in a particular
society.”

(2) The differences between orientalism and occidentalism were
brought to my attention through a fruitful discussion with my graduate
student Saddeka Arebi of texts that were written in Arabic on the West. In
this context it is instructive to refer to Eric Wolf’s Europe and the People

without History. Wolf argues (1982: 6-7) that the categories of East and
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West encourage us to create false models of reality. However, the indige-
nous peoples of the East and the West use these two categories as folk
categories that describe “the other.”

(3) While this is generally true, some think that Boserup’s study advo-
cates policy prescriptions no different from those of development agen-
cies (see, for example, Beneria and Sen, 1981).

(4) See also the discussion of this same point in Chapter 2, pp. 24—50.

(5) The male bias in ethnographic reporting is being documented.
See for example, Nelson (1974), Pastner (1978), and also Rattray (1955:
84: quoted in Rogers, 1980: 145). When Rattray’s informants commented
that they did not stress the role of women to the anthropologists because
“the white man never asked us this; you have dealings with and recognize
only men, we supposed the Europeans considered women of no account
and we know you do not recognize them as we have always done!”

(6) See for example, Bullough (1973: especially pages 134-135).
Stereotypes, by definition, may carry part truths or no truths. These areas
of seeming contrast are based on the assumption that veiling, the cult of
virginity, forced marriage, clitoridectomy and polygyny are characteris-
tically “Islamic.” These institutions predate Islam as Herodotus reported
in the fifth century BC, and cross-cultural research reveals that they are
known to different religions and cultures in Latin America, India, sub-
Saharan Africa, Sri Lanka and Europe.

(7) An exhibition in the College Library at Harvard University arranged
by Alice C. Deyab in 1988 reported that women in the Arab world had
published their own magazines for almost 100 years and these magazines
then numbered over 300. In contrast to the owners of Western women’s
magazines, who were predominantly male, some 95% of those who owned,
published, edited and wrote Arab women’s magazines were female (Har-
vard University Library Notes, March 24, 1988).
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(8) The fact that women constitute the majority of the poor and im-
poverished is evident enough in American culture (see, e.g., Scott, 1984).
In the Third World the same is true (see e.g., Sarri, 1985). Sarri discloses
that, while women comprise more than half the world’s population, they
own less than 1% of its property and earn only 10% of its income.

(9) See Diamond (1974) for a discussion of the notion of progress as
inherent in Western civilization.

(10) See also Hochschild (1989) for an analysis of the double shift
problem for American women wage workers.

(11) See also Ervin-Tripp et al., 1984.

(12) See Johnson (1988) for a discussion of the dynamics of these two
roles in American culture.

(13) See for example, Ashraf Ghani, Order and Conflict: Consolidation
of Power through Law: Afghanistan 1880-1901. Unpublished manuscript.

(14) Jane Collier (1986) provides an example of how fashion enters in
to control even the anthropologist’s observation of what is beautiful.

(15) Fanon’s A Dying Colonialism (1967) illustrates how the French
colonialists planned and based their strategies and tactics in Algeria on
this conception of women as a key to culture.

(16) For an example of positional superiority, see the front page ar-
ticle in the San Francisco Chronicle, June 27, 1988, “Women Called Poor,
Pregnant and Powerless.” In worldwide studies of the status of women,
Western categories of wage, numbers of children and levels of school-
ing, show Western societies are among the top dozen societies, while, not
surprisingly, the women of Muslim societies are found at the bottom of a
ladder that looks very much like a nineteenth century unilineal model of

social evolution.
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